
THE STORY OF LAZARUS

Puppets needed:

Lazarus - old man

Mary - female

Martha - female

Jesus - young man

Disciple or two as available

Puppets held by puppeteer 1 shown in red

Puppets held by puppeteer 2 shown in blue

SCENE ONE

Mary, Martha, Lazarus. Lazarus is lying in bed.

MARTHA

Oh Mary, I’ve been up all night sitting with poor Lazarus. (to audience) Lazarus is our brother and he’s very, very poorly!

MARY

Martha, I’m so worried about him too. Do you remember how kind he used to be to us when we were little?

MARTHA

Yes, we played together all the time. Sometimes brothers and sisters quarrel - 

MARY

Like you and me!

MARTHA

Yes, we used to quarrel a lot…and Lazarus used to make us make friends again.

MARY

He used to tease us too!

MARTHA

And pull our hair!

(they laugh)

MARY

It’s funny, when I was a little girl I used to feel so cross with my brother sometimes. Do you ever feel cross with your brothers and sisters, children?

But even though I used to feel cross with him when he teased us or pulled our hair, I realise now how much I love him. 

MARTHA

I feel the same, Mary. When we were little I used to feel annoyed with you and Lazarus…now I am grown up I know that I love you so much! 

MARY

(to audience) Our brother has many friends. But now we are very very worried that he might be so ill that he won’t’ see those friends any more.

MARTHA

This is really horrible for us to have to say but we think Lazarus might be dying.

MARY

We are praying and praying for him.

MARTHA

And we are keeping him warm and comfortable…or rather I am, mostly.

MARY

(suddenly) Martha!

MARTHA

Oh, all right, you help a bit. 

MARY

No - it’s not that. It’s just that I’ve had an idea!

MARTHA

You and your ideas, Mary! All that thinking won’t get the floor swept, you know!

MARY

No, listen Martha. I think this really could work. Why don’t we send a message to Jesus?

MARTHA

Mary, do try to be practical. Jesus is miles away right now. We would have to send someone to go and find him, and then wait for him to come back here to Bethany. Lazarus could be you know (whispers loudly) DEAD - before Jesus even gets our message! It would take days!

MARY

Martha, you believe in Jesus, don’t you? Don’t you believe he can cure the sick?

MARTHA

Well yes, I do believe…

MARY

(to audience) I believe Jesus can make our brother better, don’t you? Come on Martha, let’s go and find someone to take a message to him.

SCENE TWO

Jesus

Enter disciple

DISCIPLE

Jesus! It‘s been two days since we heard that your friend Lazarus is very, very ill at Bethany! What do you plan to do about it?

JESUS

I love Lazarus, and I love his sisters Mary and Martha. This is not an illness that will end in death, but with the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by it.

(the DISCIPLES look at each other and shake their heads)

We will go back to Judea. 

DISCIPLE

But teacher, the people there want to stone you to death! Why do you want to go back?

JESUS

If you go out walking in the daylight, you don’t stumble because you have the light to guide you. If you go out walking in the night, you will stumble because you have no light.

(disciples look at each other and shake their heads again)

Our friend Lazarus is asleep - I am going there to wake him up.

DISCIPLE

Lord, if he is asleep, then surely he will get better!

JESUS

Listen. Lazarus is dead. I am glad I wasn’t there. Because now you will have a chance to put your faith in me. Let’s go to him.

ONE DISCIPLE

(to the other)

How can he know Lazarus is dead already? 

Well, let’s go with him. He seems determined to go there even though he thinks his friend is dead and the people there have said they will stone him. At least we can die with our Lord.

SCENE THREE

Martha.

Enter Jesus.

MARTHA

(weeping) Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died! Yet even now I know that God will do anything you ask.

JESUS

Martha, Martha, my dear friend. Your brother will live again.

MARTHA

Yes, Jesus, I know. On the last day he will be raised to life, with all the other people who have died. 

JESUS

Martha, I am the one who raises the dead to life! Everyone who has faith in me will live, even if they die. And everyone who lives because of faith in me will never really die. Do you believe this?

MARTHA

Yes! Yes I do! I believe that you are the Christ!

(Jesus exits)

(to audience)

What about you? Do you believe that if you have faith in Jesus, you will never really die?

(enter Mary, Martha goes over to her)

Mary! The Teacher is here! Jesus is here, and he wants to see you!

(Enter Jesus

Mary goes to Jesus)

MARY

(weeping) Lord, my brother is dead! My dear brother is dead! And if you had been here, he would not have died!

JESUS

(weeps)

Where is he? Where have you laid his body?

MARTHA

(to audience)

Some people are saying, Jesus could give sight to the blind - but he couldn’t keep Lazarus from dying. Mary and I feel so miserable! 

JESUS

Let me go to see his tomb. 

(exit Jesus, Martha and Mary)

SCENE FOUR

Lazarus’ tomb. Lazarus is behind the curtain.Enter Jesus, Martha and Mary

JESUS

Could we please roll the stone away from the tomb entrance?

MARTHA

(scolding) Now Lord. He’s been dead for four whole days. His body will have begun to decompose. There will be a bad smell! It will be very upsetting seeing our brother very dead!

JESUS

Didn’t I tell you that if you had faith, you would see the glory of God?

MARTHA

Oh all right then. I trust you. Mary, get some strong fellows to roll back the stone.

JESUS

My father! I thank you for answering my prayer!

I know you always answer my prayers.

I am saying this so that these people standing round here believe you sent me.

(to audience)

Do you believe God has sent me?

Do you believe that if you believe in me, you will never really die?

(get children to shout Yes)

Children, I am going to call Lazarus to come out. Now can you help me? I want you to shout with me, as loud as you can - LAZARUS, COME OUT!

(shouts with children - “not loud enough” up to 3 times)

(Curtain opens and Lazarus comes out

Shouts and cheers)

MARY

Lazarus! Our brother is alive again!

JESUS

Untie the tomb clothes, let him go. 

MARTHA

I’ll do that - I’m the sensible one around here!

(she goes to Lazarus)

MARY

This has been a very special day for us. We have learned how much we love our brother, and most important of all we have learned that if we believe in Jesus, anything is possible.

Will you pray with us now?

(closing prayer)

ALL

Dear God

May we have belief like Mary and Martha that Jesus is the way to life.

Amen


