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 Our Lady of Victories Roman Catholic Church

5th Sunday of Lent, Older Group
Gospel pointer: Jesus does a miracle to prove to the people that he is really the Son of God.
Lighting of the candle

Sign of the cross

Sad, Bad, Glad

Ask the children to remember a sad thing that happened that week, then something they did that they are sorry for and want forgiveness for, then something happy that happened to thank God for. Ask them if they did anything for Lent.

Sorry Prayer

O my God, how good you are,
How kind and loving too.
I’m sorry for things I did wrong,

Hurting you and those I love.

Help me to grow up more and more,
Help me to grow more like you
Gospel Acclamation
Glory to God, Glory to God
In the Highest, In the Highest
Listen to Jesus,
Do what he tells you
Open your hearts today. 
(three claps!)
(repeat twice).
Gospel (John 11:1-45)

Do the Gospel as a puppet show. See link at web site for script.
A man by the name of Lazarus was sick in the village of Bethany. He had two sisters, Mary and Martha. This was the same Mary who later poured perfume on the Lord's head and wiped his feet with her hair. The sisters sent a message to the Lord and told him that his good friend Lazarus was sick.  When Jesus heard this, he said, "His sickness won't end in death. It will bring glory to God and his Son." 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and brother. But he stayed where he was for two more days. Then he said to his disciples, "Now we will go back to Judea." 
"Teacher," they said, "the people there want to stone you to death! Why do you want to go back?" 

Jesus answered, "Aren't there twelve hours in each day? If you walk during the day, you will have light from the sun, and you won't stumble. But if you walk during the night, you will stumble, because you don't have any light." Then he told them, "Our friend Lazarus is asleep, and I am going there to wake him up." 
They replied, "Lord, if he is asleep, he will get better." 
Jesus really meant that Lazarus was dead, but they thought he was talking only about sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead! I am glad that I wasn't there, because now you will have a chance to put your faith in me. Let's go to him." 
Thomas, whose nickname was "Twin," said to the other disciples, "Come on. Let's go, so we can die with him." 

    

When Jesus got to Bethany, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Bethany was only about two miles from Jerusalem, and many people had come from the city to comfort Martha and Mary because their brother had died. 
When Martha heard that Jesus had arrived, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed in the house. Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. Yet even now I know that God will do anything you ask." 

Jesus told her, "Your brother will live again!" 

Martha answered, "I know that he will be raised to life on the last day, when all the dead are raised." 
Jesus then said, "I am the one who raises the dead to life! Everyone who has faith in me will live, even if they die. And everyone who lives because of faith in me will never really die. Do you believe this?" 
"Yes, Lord!" she replied. "I believe that you are Christ, the Son of God. You are the one we hoped would come into the world." 

After Martha said this, she went and privately said to her sister Mary, "The Teacher is here, and he wants to see you." As soon as Mary heard this, she got up and went out to Jesus. He was still outside the village where Martha had gone to meet him. Many people had come to comfort Mary, and when they saw her quickly leave the house, they thought she was going out to the tomb to cry. So they followed her. 

Mary went to where Jesus was. Then as soon as she saw him, she knelt at his feet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." 
When Jesus saw that Mary and the people with her were crying, he was terribly upset and asked, "Where have you put his body?" They replied, "Lord, come and you will see." 

Jesus started crying, and the people said, "See how much he loved Lazarus." 

Some of them said, "He gives sight to the blind. Why couldn't he have kept Lazarus from dying?" 

Jesus was still terribly upset. So he went to the tomb, which was a cave with a stone rolled against the entrance. Then he told the people to roll the stone away. But Martha said, "Lord, you know that Lazarus has been dead four days, and there will be a bad smell." 

Jesus replied, "Didn't I tell you that if you had faith, you would see the glory of God?" 

After the stone had been rolled aside, Jesus looked up toward heaven and prayed, "Father, I thank you for answering my prayer. I know that you always answer my prayers. But I said this, so that the people here would believe that you sent me." When Jesus had finished praying, he shouted, "Lazarus, come out!" The man who had been dead came out. His hands and feet were wrapped with strips of burial cloth, and a cloth covered his face. 

   
Jesus then told the people, "Untie him and let him go." 

    

Many of the people who had come to visit Mary saw the things that Jesus did, and they put their faith in him.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Reflection

Encourage the children to think about the meaning of the Gospel. 
This was a very deliberate miracle to show that he is the Son of God. Mary, Martha and Lazarus showed that when we have faith in Jesus, we can have life. 
Activity
The puppet show is the activity
Closing Prayer

Dear God

May we have believe like Mary and Martha that Jesus is the way to life.

Amen
