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 Our Lady of Victories Roman Catholic Church

4th Sunday of Lent, Older Group
Gospel pointer: Jesus is the way we can see the important things
Lighting of the candle

Sign of the cross

Sad, Bad, Glad

Ask the children to remember a sad thing that happened that week, then something they did that they are sorry for and want forgiveness for, then something happy that happened to thank God for. Ask them if they did anything for Lent.

Sorry Prayer

O my God, how good you are,
How kind and loving too.
I’m sorry for things I did wrong,

Hurting you and those I love.

Help me to grow up more and more,
Help me to grow more like you
Gospel Acclamation
Glory to God, Glory to God
In the Highest, In the Highest
Listen to Jesus,
Do what he tells you
Open your hearts today. 
(three claps!)
(repeat twice).
Gospel (John 4:4-42)

Organise with the children who would like to read, print out the following in sections, and give each who would like to read a copy. Have then stand in the order they’re going to read. One of the leaders should be Jesus, another should be the narrator. Help the children who want to read read, as they may not all be able to do so.
Narrator:
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who had been blind since birth. Jesus' disciples asked, 
Voice 1:
Teacher, why was this man born blind? Was it because he or his parents sinned?
Jesus: 
No, it wasn't! But because of his blindness, you will see God work a miracle for him. As long as it is day, we must do what the one who sent me wants me to do. When night comes, no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light for the world.
Narrator: After Jesus said this, he spat on the ground. He made some mud and smeared it on the man's eyes. Then he said, 
Jesus:
Go and wash off the mud. 
Narrator:
The man went and washed. When he had washed off the mud, he could see. The man's neighbours and the people who had seen him begging wondered if he really could be the same man. Some of them said he was the same beggar, while others said he only looked like him. But he told them, 
Voice 2: 
I am that man.

Voice 3: 
Then how can you see?
Voice 4:
Someone called Jesus made some mud and smeared it on my eyes. He told me to go and wash it off. When I did, I could see.

Voice 5: 
Where is Jesus now?
Voice 6: 
I don't know. 

    

Narrator: The Pharisees tried to find out what happened. The day when Jesus made the mud and healed the man was a Sabbath. So the people took the man to the Pharisees. They asked him how he was able to see, and he answered, 
Voice 7:
Jesus made some mud and smeared it on my eyes. Then after I washed it off, I could see.
Narrator: Some of the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus doesn't come from God. If he did, he would not break the law of the Sabbath.” Others asked, "How could someone who is a sinner work such a miracle?" Since the Pharisees could not agree among themselves, they asked the man, “What do you say about this one who healed your eyes?
Voice 8: 
He is a prophet!
Narrator:
But the Jewish leaders would not believe that the man had once been blind. They sent for his parents and asked them, “Is this the son that you said was born blind? How can he now see?” The man's parents answered, 
Voice 9: 
We are certain that he is our son, and we know that he was born blind. 
Voice 10: But we don't know how he got his sight or who gave it to him. Ask him! He is old enough to speak for himself.
Narrator: The man's parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. The leaders had already agreed that no one was to have anything to do with anyone who said Jesus was the Messiah. The leaders called the man back and said, “Swear by God to tell the truth! We know that Jesus is a sinner.”
Voice 11: I don't know if he is a sinner or not. All I know is that I used to be blind, but now I can see! 

Narrator: The leaders asked, “What did he do to you? How did he heal your eyes?”
Voice 12: I have already told you once, and you refused to listen. Why do you want me to tell you again? Do you also want to become his disciples?

Narrator: The leaders insulted the man and said, "You are his follower! We are followers of Moses. We are sure that God spoke to Moses, but we don't even know where Jesus comes from." 
Voice 13: How strange! He healed my eyes, and yet you don't know where he comes from. 
Voice 14: We know that God listens only to people who love and obey him. God doesn't listen to sinners. 
Voice 15: And this is the first time in history that anyone has ever given sight to someone born blind. Jesus could not do anything unless he came from God.
Narrator: The leaders told the man, "You have been a sinner since the day you were born! Do you think you can teach us anything?" Then they said, "You can never come back into any of our meeting places!" 

    
When Jesus heard what had happened, he went and found the man. Then Jesus asked, 
Jesus: Do you have faith in the Son of Man?
Voice 16: Sir, if you will tell me who he is, I will put my faith in him.
Jesus: You have already seen him, and right now he is talking with you.
Narrator: The man said, "Lord, I put my faith in you!" Then he worshiped Jesus.  Jesus told him, 
Jesus: 
I came to judge the people of this world. I am here to give sight to the blind and to make blind everyone who can see. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Reflection

Encourage the children to think about the meaning of the Gospel. 
The important lines to us was the last, “I am here to give sight to the blind, and to make blind everyone who can see”. 

Encourage the children to think about who can see what. Who was it that saw Jesus was the Son of God? Who was it that couldn’t see Jesus as the Son of God, even he had done all the miracles. Who could see that he needed Jesus? And who was blind and refused to see that they needed Jesus?
Activity
Aim: to have the children think about what things they can see with their eyes, and what things they see without their eyes.

Preparation: have lots of small things with different textures etc that children are to guess by feeling them, smelling them etc. 
Turn off the light, or blindfold a child, give him or her some of the materials, and ask them to guess what it may be. Turn back on the light, or remove the blindfold, and ask them if they guessed the correct thing.

Now turn off the light, and ask them if they know who loves them, who take care of them, who they need to help them learn, or read, etc. See if they know the names of the people. Ask them how they know this, and if they need their eyes to see these things. 

Turn back on the light, and ask them about who in the story saw he needed Jesus, and who didn’t see that they needed Jesus. Who was blind? And who saw?
Closing Prayer

Dear God

Help us to see that we need Jesus.
Amen
