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 Our Lady of Victories Roman Catholic Church

3rd Sunday of Lent, Older Group
Gospel pointer: Jesus is the water of life, following Jesus is to be open to everyone.
Lighting of the candle

Sign of the cross

Sad, Bad, Glad

Ask the children to remember a sad thing that happened that week, then something they did that they are sorry for and want forgiveness for, then something happy that happened to thank God for. Ask them if they did anything for Lent.

Sorry Prayer

O my God, how good you are,
How kind and loving too.
I’m sorry for things I did wrong,

Hurting you and those I love.

Help me to grow up more and more,
Help me to grow more like you
Gospel Acclamation
Glory to God, Glory to God
In the Highest, In the Highest
Listen to Jesus,
Do what he tells you
Open your hearts today. 
(three claps!)
(repeat twice).
Gospel (John 4:4-42)

Organise with the children who would like to read, print out the following in sections, and give each who would like to read a copy. Have then stand in the order they’re going to read. One of the leaders should be Jesus, another should be the narrator. Help the children who want to read read, as they may not all be able to do so.
Narrator: Jesus his way came to the town of Sychar. It was near the field that Jacob had long ago given to his son Joseph. The well that Jacob had dug was still there, and Jesus sat down beside it because he was tired from travelling. It was noon, and after Jesus' disciples had gone into town to buy some food, a Samaritan woman came to draw water from the well. 
Jesus asked her, 
Jesus: 
Would you please give me a drink of water? 

Voice 1: 
You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink of water?
Voice 2:
Jews and Samaritans don’t talk to each other.
Jesus: 
You don't know what God wants to give you, and you don't know who is asking you for a drink. If you did, you would ask me for the water that gives life.
Voice 3:  Sir, you don't even have a bucket, and the well is deep. Where are you going to get this life-giving water? 
Voice 4: 
Our ancestor Jacob dug this well for us, and his family and animals got water from it. Are you greater than Jacob?
Jesus: 
Everyone who drinks this water will get thirsty again. But no one who drinks the water I give will ever be thirsty again. The water I give is like a flowing fountain that gives eternal life. 

Voice 5: 
Sir, please give me a drink of that water! Then I won't get thirsty and have to come to this well again.
Jesus: 
Go and bring your husband.
Voice 6: 
I don't have a husband. 

Jesus: 
That's right, you're telling the truth. You don't have a husband. You have already been married five times, and the man you are now living with isn't your husband. 

Voice 7: 
Sir, I can see that you are a prophet. My ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews say Jerusalem is the only place to worship.
Jesus:
Believe me, the time is coming when you won't worship the Father either on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You Samaritans don't really know the one you worship. But we Jews do know the God we worship, and by using us, God will save the world. But a time is coming, and it is already here! Even now the true worshipers are being led by the Spirit to worship the Father according to the truth. These are the ones the Father is seeking to worship him. God is Spirit, and those who worship God must be led by the Spirit to worship him according to the truth. 

Voice 8: 
I know that the Messiah will come. 
Voice 9: 
He is the one we call Christ. When he comes, he will explain everything to us. 

Jesus:
I am that one, and I am speaking to you now.
Narrator: The disciples returned about this time and were surprised to find Jesus talking with a woman. But none of them asked him what he wanted or why he was talking with her, but they thought
Voice 10: What is he doing? 

Voice 11: Why is he talking to her? Doesn’t he know she is a Samaritan?
   


Narrator: The woman left her water jar and ran back into town. She said to her people, 
Voice 12: Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! Could he be the Messiah?
Narrator:
Everyone in town went out to see Jesus. A lot of Samaritans in that town put their faith in Jesus because the woman had said, 
Voice 13: This man told me everything I have ever done.
Narrator: They came and asked him to stay in their town, and he stayed on for two days. Many more Samaritans put their faith in Jesus because of what they heard him say. They told the woman, 

Voice 14: We no longer have faith in Jesus just because of what you told us. 
Voice 15: We have heard him ourselves, and we are certain that he is the Saviour of the world! 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Reflection

Encourage the children to think about the meaning of the Gospel. There are two lines of thoughts that we found important on our reading. 

The first is about being open to everyone. Jesus spoke with the woman and asked her for water, even though she was a Samaritan, and not a Jew. This asks us to be open to everyone. Have them think how they can do this --- welcome people, offer them things they need, etc.
The second is that Jesus is the water of life, that following what his example we will always be satisfied. Try and see if they can think what this water is that he gives us --- his love, his example, etc, the way to God. 
Activity
Aim: to have the children learn about greeting people openly, and to offer them the water of life.

Preparation: have about 30 bottles of water, the really small size ones, 100ml bottles with the drinking spout that you can buy from supermarkets.

Ask the children if they would like to welcome people as Jesus does, and offer them the water of life.

The leaders start with teaching the children how to greet people in their own way. Dorota can do it in Polish, I can do it in Chinese, see if the children can learn. Have them learn, “Hello, how are you, would you like some water?” Ask if any of the children know how to say that in another language, if so, have them teach others.

Have each child come up, and give them a bottle that they can offer to someone else in the group.

Closing Prayer

Dear God

Jesus gives us the water of life. May we be like him in welcoming everyone, and sharing his love.

Amen
