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 Our Lady of Victories Roman Catholic Church
Lesson Plan 2nd Ordinary Sunday Cycle A       Older Group
How do we tell people about Jesus?

Get everyone quiet, remind everyone not to be silly, to listen to whoever is speaking, and not to interrupt.

Sign of the cross

Reflections on the week

Let us start by thinking about the things we did during the past week. 

Ask the children the following

Who can tell me something good that happened last week?

Did any sad or bad thing happen to anyone?

Who can tell me something nice that they did for someone else?

Are we’re sorry for that we did or forgot to do?

Let us say a prayer together
I thank you Jesus for all the things you have given me.

I am sorry for the times when I did wrong, or I forgot to do the right thing.

I ask Mary, all the saints, and my friends and family to pray for me so I can be more like You.

Amen

Prepare by recalling last week’s Gospel
Jesus being baptised by the River Jordan, what happened? What did it tell us?
Jesus was doing what God wanted, and now this week we hear John telling other people that Jesus is God’s special gift to us.

Gospel Acclamation
Sing Good News

Good News, Good News

Hear the Word of God

Allelujia, Allelujia

Hear the Word of God

Read the Gospel (John 1:29-34)
The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said: 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! He is the one I told you about when I said, "Someone else will come. He is greater than I am, because he was alive before I was born." I didn't know who he was. But I came to baptize you with water, so that everyone in Israel would see him. 

I was there and saw the Spirit come down on him like a dove from heaven. And the Spirit stayed on him. Before this I didn't know who he was. But the one who sent me to baptize with water had told me, "You will see the Spirit come down and stay on someone. Then you will know that he is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit." I saw this happen, and I tell you that he is the Son of God. 

Reflections
John was speaking to a lot of people when he saw Jesus.
What did John say when he saw Jesus coming towards him? 

John said Jesus is the Lamb of God. 

What do you think if someone gave you a lamb? Would that be a very special present? Do you think they would want you to be their friend if they gave you that? Do you think they love you very much?

John pointed Jesus out to everyone, so they can all know that God loves them. Jesus is God’s special gift to everyone. 

What sign did John see that told him Jesus is the Lamb of God? It was a dove and the voice from Heaven. What sign do we do have to show we belong to Jesus? We have the sign of the cross. We do this to tell everyone that we believe Jesus is the God’s special gift for us.
Activity
Prepare a picture of a dove by sticking lots of coloured crosses together. 

Tear out small crosses from some coloured paper. Draw a big outline of a dove, on A2, and stick the crosses on it so that from far you see a dove, and close by you see lots of crosses.

Prepare a small piece of coloured paper for each child. Draw on it a cross, and write on it a little phrase about God’s love, like “God loves you”, “Jesus is the Lamb of God”, “Share the Light of Jesus”,  “Jesus loves us”, “We love Jesus”, “God bless my friends”, etc. 

Sit the children in a circle. Pass to the right the coloured paper. Ask them to pass it on, whispering their neighbour’s name, and the phrase on the cross. 

Show the children how to tear out the cross carefully. Then hand each a Pritt stick, and have them glue the back, and paste the cross on the dove. Make sure the crosses are the right way up.
Talk about the cross as our sign for God’s love, and our believe in Jesus.

Final Prayer 

Share the light of Jesus (song)

